ISABEL MILENSKI, Stage Director and Acting Teacher

474 8th St. #4R, Brooklyn, NY 11215 (415)515-6658, imilenski@gmail.com 

OPERA AND THEATER DIRECTION

Marriage of Figaro, The Juilliard School





  2009

L’incoronazione di Poppea, Hofstra University



              2008
           

Yerba Buena Performance, San Francisco Opera Center



  2008

Turandot, Connecticut Grand Opera





              2008

Die Fledermaus, San Francisco Lyric Opera                                                               2007  
The Fire Odyssey, The Crucible, Oakland, CA




  2007

Carmen, Bizet, San Francisco Opera Center/UC Davis



  2007
Carmen, Merimee, Telemac Theatre, Nimes, France



  2007
Pirates of Penzance, Grand Valley State University  



  2007
The Grand Seducers, San Francisco Chinese Culture Center


  2006 

Yerba Buena Performance, Scenes for the Merola Opera Program


  2005

Semele, Handel, Long Beach Opera






  2005

The Voyage of Edgar Allan Poe, Argento, Cincinnati Conservatory of Music
  2005 

Turn of the Screw, Britten, Cincinnati Conservatory of Music


  2005
Street Scene, Weill, Grand Valley State University, Michigan


  2005

Die Schweigsame Frau, R. Strauss, Long Beach Opera 



  2004
Cosi fan tutte, Mozart, Cincinnati Conservatory of Music 



  2004


Freshwater, Virginia Woolf, Getty Museum, Los Angeles



  2003


Grand Finale, San Francisco Opera Center



 

  2003


Trois Operas Minutes, Milhaud, Long Beach Opera




  2003

Bartered Bride, Smetana, Grand Valley State University, Michigan
 
  2003

Jenufa, Janacek, Long Beach Opera





              2002

The Maids, Jean Genet, Steeplechase Theater, Seattle



  2002

Euridice, Peri, Getty Museum, 400th anniversary of the first opera

              2000 





 


SET DESIGN

Pirates of Penzance
Set Co-Designer                                 



  2007
Grand Valley State University 

Bosoms and Neglect, Assistant Set-Designer John Guare 



  2001
South Coast Repertory Theater, Designer Darcy Scanlin


 
TEACHING

Juilliard









  2008
New York, NY

Acting Workshop

Viewpoints, Uta Hagen Techniques

Pennsylvania State University (Penn State)



            2007-08
Altoona, PA

Intro to Musical Theater (Performance and History)

Fundamentals of Acting 

Performance Studies: Spectacle, Concept and Design   
Grand Valley State University






   2007
Grand Rapids, MI

Visiting Artist/Director of Pirates of Penzance

Workshops of character development for                       

production.   

San Francisco Opera Center, Merola, Adlers 



            2004-08
Master Teacher and Director San Francisco Opera’s Young Artist Program 

On-going classes on characterization, movement, 

scene study and dramatic coaching to singers ages 26-34.  

Performances include numerous staged concerts and a full production of Carmen.
Herricks High School/STAC (Student Television Arts Company)                             2007 
Long Island, NY

Visiting Artist

Workshops focusing on modes of conceptual development for Puccini’s 

Madame Butterfly with gifted High School students.  

Generative work included character exploration, dramaturgy, set 

and costume design.   

Herricks High School/STAC (Student Television Arts Company)                              2007                            
Long Island, NY

Visiting Artist

Musical and Dramatic workshop exploring the emotional and physical                        

life of Kurt Weill Characters to gifted High School students.
Class culminated in a staged performance.

Grand Valley State University                                                                                     2005
Grand Rapids, MI

Visiting Artist/Director of Street Scene
Led intensive character workshops towards our production.  

University of Cincinnati Cincinnati Conservatory (CCM)                                       2003-05          

Visiting Artist/Director

Cosi fan tutte 

Turn of the Screw 

The Voyage of Edgar Allen Poe.  

Series of classes and workshops integrating text analysis, character, 
physical theater exercises, and improvisation towards three opera productions.

Grand Valley State University                                                                                2003
Grand Rapids, MI

Visiting Artist/Director of Smetana’s Bartered Bride

Led acting workshops to generate character work.                                     

Script analysis, physical exercises and 

improvisational structures.

California Institute of the Arts (Cal Arts)




            2003

Los Angeles, Ca

Visiting Artist/Director of L’Enfant et Les Sortileges

Character Workshops and Set Design 
TEACHING AREAS

· Dramatic coaching for singers (beginning and advanced: Emphasis on Character Arc, scoring physicalization with objectives, tools for character driven staging) 

· Viewpoints (movement, improvisational and sensory training) 

· Clown and basic Commedia (Character Exaggeration, Stylization)  

· Michael Chekhov (Psychological Gesture work, Atmospheres and Energy) 

· Introduction to Method Acting, exercises by Uta Hagen, Stella Adler 

      (In-depth Character History, Character Arc, Sensory and Objective work towards    
Truthful Acting)  

· Directing, Set-Design: Visual and Conceptual Principles 

· Languages and Diction: Italian, French
STUDIES


MFA, Directing, Goddard College                                                                          2008
BA, Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA, Theater/Italian,    


 1996


Edgemar Center for the Arts, Acting Studies Los Angeles

             2004
Freehold Theater Lab, Director’s Lab Seattle, WA 



 2000
Kagami Butoh Dance Company, Olympia, WA, Dancer



 1996

University of Reading (England), Acting and Theater Directing


 1995

Teatr Kto, Krakow (Poland), Physical Theater Training



 1994

Jagielonian University, Krakow, Polish Theater Studies, Polish Language

 1994

University of Bologna, Bologna (Italy), Music and Theater History

 1993

Institute For Scenic Arts, Pontremoli (Italy), Physical Theater Training

 1993
 

Languages

Fluency of Italian and French
Working knowledge of German

OPERA AWARDS

Merola Apprentice Directing Position, San Francisco Opera

              2003


National Opera Association award for The Turn of the Screw, 

Cincinnati Conservatory 


  




  2005
